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STATE CHAMBERS

March 24,2020

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorable Mitch McConnell

Speaker, United States House of Representatives Majority Leader, United States Senate

State Chambers of Commerce Urge You to Secure America’s Future Now

Dear Speaker Pelosi and Leader McConnell:

As leaders of America’s business community, the Council of State Chambers of Commerce urges you to unite
today and pass bipartisan legislation that keeps our economy intact, protects our American way of life, and
prevents the imminent shedding of millions of jobs. Make no mistake, our economy is likely headed for a deep
recession. While we commend you on the swift passage of two important legislative packages to deal with the
coronavirus, it is clear from the massive economic contraction already underway that much more must be
done. The package should roughly match the minimum time (at least 8-12 weeks) expected for
CDC-recommended social distancing guidelines to remain in place. And it must be in motion expeditiously.

Specifically, we encourage you to pass legislation that would:

e Help businesses and nonprofits of all sizes and kinds improve their liquidity — so that they can
support their employees — by delaying or suspending the remittance of all payroll taxes.

e Expand and streamline loan programs for as many businesses and nonprofits — including 501(c)(6)
organizations — as possible experiencing revenue loss as a result of the coronavirus and allow them
to convert the loans to grants to the extent that they use the funds to pay their employees.

e Enable the creation of credit facilities to provide loans and loan guarantees to all employers negatively
impacted by the coronavirus so that they can maintain operations and pay their employees.

We also support measures that responsibly provide workers with additional temporary benefits so long as
they do not add additional stress to businesses trying to retain their employees. We were pleased to see these
items along with others recommended by state chambers of commerce and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
included in the package unveiled in the Senate on Sunday. We share the principle articulated by the U.S.
Chamber of Commerce that no family or business should be bankrupted as a result of the coronavirus.

State chambers across the country are doing their part, uniting hundreds of thousands of businesses and
working with their governors and state legislatures to keep the economy open. We’re counting on you to lead
and we all stand ready to continue helping American business survive and eventually thrive as the future of
our way of life depends on it.

In unity for America’s future,
Mark Wilson

Chair, Council of State Chambers of Commerce

President & CEO, Florida Chamber of Commerce
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Kati Capozzi
Alaska Chamber

Randy Zook
Arkansas State Chamber of Commerce /

Associated Industries of Arkansas

Allan Zaremberg

California Chamber of Commerce
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Joe Brennan

Connecticut Business & Industry Association
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Mark Wilson

Florida Chamber of Commerce
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Katie Boyd Britt

Business Council of Alabama

Glenn Hamer

Arizona Chamber of Commerce & Industry
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Chuck Berry

Colorado Chamber
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Mike Quaranta

Delaware State Chamber of Commerce

Chris Clark

Georgia Chamber of Commerce
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Sherry Menor-McNamara

Chamber of Commerce of Hawaii
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Kevin Brinegar

Indiana Chamber of Commerce
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Kentucky Chamber of Commerce

,r‘(’ '—\
\\
Ty !

N

John R. Regan

Associated Industries of Massachusetts

Doug Loon

Minnesota Chamber of Commerce

Todd Maisch

Illinois Chamber of Commerce
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Alan Cobb

Kansas Chamber of Commerce

Stephen Waguespack

Louisiana Association of Business and Industry

Christine Ross

Maryland Chamber of Commerce
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Daniel P. Mehan

Missouri Chamber of Commerce
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Scott Waller

Mississippi Economic Council (MEC)
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Arik Spencer
The Greater North Dakota Chamber

Rob Black

New Mexico Association of Commerce and Industry
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Andy Doehrel

Ohio Chamber of Commerce
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Gene Barr

Pennsylvania Chamber of Business & Industry
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Gary J. Salamido

North Carolina Chamber
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Thomas Bracken

New Jersey State Chamber of Commerce
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Heather Briccetti

The Business Council of New York State, Inc.
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Chad Warmington
State Chamber of Oklahoma
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Ted Pitts

South Carolina Chamber of Commerce

statechambers.org
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Bradley Jackson

Tennessee Chamber of Commerce & Industry
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Barry DuVal

Virginia Chamber of Commerce

Kurt Bauer

Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce
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Jeff Moseley

Texas Association of Business
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Kris Johnson

Association of Washington Business
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Steve Roberts

West Virginia Chamber of Commerce
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